
Lunch Menu  

 Mon12-19 Maple Syrup Day 

Pancakes, Syrup, and 

Scrambled Eggs with 

Breakfast Potatoes OR 

Garden Vegetable Salad 

 Tues 12-220  Tasty Chicken 

Tenders, Mashed Potatoes, 

Soft Pan Roll OR Taco Salad 

Mixed Vegetables 

 Wed 12-21  BBQ Rib 

Sandwich OR Turkey Sub  

Glazed Carrots 

 Thurs 12-22  Penne with 

Italian Meat Sauce & Garlic 

Toast OR 7 Layer Salad  

Green Beans 

Hot Breakfast Menu 

 Mon - Breakfast Pizza 

 Tues - Biscuits w/Gravy 

 Wed - Omelet w/Tri-tater 

 Thurs - Apple Bosco Stick 

 Fri - Cinnamon Roll 

Cold Breakfast Menu 

 All Days - Choice of Cereal 

and WG Toast. 

Dates to Remember: 

Flag Essay Assembly 

for 4th & 5th Grade 

Dec 21 

Holiday Parties Dec 22 

Winter Break Dec 23 

- Jan 2 

Classes Resume Jan 3 

No School Jan 16 

VISION  
Ballard empowers all learners.  
MISSION  
The Ballard Community School District will educate the whole child, providing the essential knowledge and skills necessary 
to be a successful and responsible citizen in the 21st Century.  
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
  
As we approach the Winter Break, I would like to first take this op-

portunity to wish each of you and your families a happy, healthy 

holiday season! I hope that you will have a chance to relax and enjoy 

some special times with your children. As always, I am so proud of 

how hard our students have been working each and every day! One 

of our school-wide goals this year is to help our students become 

stronger readers and more proficient at math.  Perhaps your children might want to try the PTO 12 

days of reading challenge that will be held over the winter break (similar to the Thanksgiving chal-

lenge).  Please remember to check our school website on a regular basis for updates and information 

including; teacher web-sites, calendars, and newsletters. The website may be accessed by logging 

onto www.ballard.k12.ia.us.  
  
I would also like to take this opportunity to update you on the great things that are happening at Bal-

lard East Elementary. Last year, our staff implemented the electronic Formative Assessment System 

for Teachers (FAST) with all of our students.  This system has allowed teachers to assess students 

throughout the year and work to find ways to meet their needs in the area of reading.  By using the 

data from Iowa Assessments, MAP testing, and FAST, teachers have been able to better determine 

the needs of our students in both reading and math.  This enables teachers to develop additional strat-

egies that can help struggling students as well as challenge those who are mastering the content.  
 
After winter break, we will be reassessing students in the areas of reading and math. The Department 

of Ed and Early Literacy Implementation (ELI) law requires us to progress monitor and use intensive 

instruction with students who have not met benchmarks two consecutive times and have been deter-

mined per the DOE label as “persistently at-risk” in the area of reading.  There will be notice to par-

ents if their student exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading which will also include strategies the 

parents can use at home to help the child succeed. 
  
Our students have been given many opportunities to recognize our great community and also contin-

ue traditions that make Ballard a great place to live and learn.  From the annual BBQ, Homecoming, 

Veterans Day Celebration, Fall Parties, Above and Beyond awards, student council activities to many 

more, students and staff have worked together to build relationships and celebrate the many opportu-

nities we have been given.  Ballard is a great place that works because we all work together to help 

empower all learners. 
 

In closing, when we ALL work together as a learning community and do things with our students' 

best interest as the focus, we will be a GREAT school!  If I can ever be of assistance, please call or 

email me. It is through being a collaborative learning community with consistent, honest, and open 

communication that we can best serve our students. Thanks for the opportunity to serve our GREAT 

community and I wish you all a happy holiday. 
  
Go Bombers! 
Mr. Michael Manock, Principal 

http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/


 

Hi there! My name is MacKenzie Keleher. I am the new fourth grade special education 
teacher at Ballard East. This is my first year as a teacher and I am so excited to spend it in 
the Ballard district! I graduated in May from Iowa State University with my Bachelor’s de-
gree in elementary education. I completed my student teaching last Spring in Norwalk and 
Des Moines.  
  
I am a new resident of Ankeny, where I just moved after living in Ames for four years. This 

has been an adjustment, but so far I am loving it! I am originally from Sioux City where I 

was raised with three older brothers. I graduated from high school early in December of 

2012 and started my journey at Iowa State immediately in January of 2013. Growing up I always wanted to be a 

teacher. Teaching and helping others has always been my passion and I am so excited to be able to share this pas-

sion with the students at Ballard East! 

Our student council would like 

to take this opportunity to thank 

our community for all of their 

contributions to our toy drive.  

We collected an outstanding 

number of toys which we were 

able to donate to the annual Toys 

for Tots Drive.  We were hon-

ored with a special plaque from 

the Marines for our efforts, but 

more importantly we know that 

we will make a lot of children  

throughout the community hap-

py this holiday season!  Thank 

you again for helping make this 

such a success. 


