
3rd Grade Science and Social Studies 

 STANDARD EXCEEDS PROFICIENT DEVELOPING NEEDS IMPROVEMENT 

Science: Implements 
scientific inquiry 

Demonstrates inquiry 
through questioning, 
predicting, and observing 
the world around 
him/her.  Reflects on 
observations, makes 
adjustments and 
independently continues 
scientific methodology.     

Demonstrates inquiry 
through questioning, 
predicting and observing 
the world around 
him/her. 

Demonstrates inquiry 
through questioning, 
predicting or observing 
with guidance from 
teacher and teacher-
created tools (such as 
graphic organizers, lab 
sheets, check lists, etc.) 

Does not demonstrate 
inquiry through 
questioning, predicting or 
observing, even with 
assistance from teacher 
and teacher-created tools.   

Science:  Identifies 
state of matter (solid, 
liquid, and gas) 

Independently identifies 
the different states of 
matter (solid, liquid and 
gas.)  Identifies 
characteristics of each 
state of matter. 
Independently pursues 
further knowledge about 
the states of matter and 
observes them in the 
world around him/her. 

Independently identifies 
the different states of 
matter (solid, liquid and 
gas.)  Identifies 
characteristics of each 
state of matter. 

With guidance from 
teacher, word banks, and 
other tools identifies the 
different states of matter 
(solid, liquid and gas.)  
Identifies characteristics 
of each state of matter. 

Cannot identify the 
different states of matter 
(solid, liquid and gas) or 
the characteristics of each 
state of matter. 

Science:  Understands 
water and how it 
interacts with different 
surfaces 

Independently observes 
and can explain the 
characteristics of water 
and its interaction with 
different surfaces.  
Independently extends 
knowledge of this 
standard through further 
learning and exploring. 

Independently observes 
and can explain the 
characteristics of water 
and its interaction with 
different surfaces.   

With guidance from 
teacher, word banks, and 
other tools observes and 
can explain the 
characteristics of water 
and its interaction with 
different surfaces.   

Does not observe the 
characteristics of water 
and cannot explain how it 
interacts with different 
surfaces. 
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Science:  Observes and 
investigates the human 
skeleton and 
understands bones, 
joints and movement 

Independently identifies 
parts of the human 
skeleton.  Understands 
the structure and 
functions of the bones, 
joints and movement.  
Reflects on personal 
body/movements and 
relates to knew learning.  
Independently pursues 
further knowledge on this 
standard. 

Independently identifies 
parts of the human 
skeleton.  Understands 
the structure and 
functions of the bones, 
joints and movement. 

With guidance from 
teacher, word banks, and 
other tools identifies parts 
of the human skeleton.  
Understands the structure 
and functions of the 
bones, joints and 
movement. 

Cannot identify the parts 
of the human skeleton.  
Does not understand the 
structure and functions of 
the bones, joints, and 
movement. 

Science:  Discovers that 
magnets display forces 
of attraction and 
repulsion 

Independently observes 
and discovers 
characteristics of magnets 
(attraction and repulsion.)  
Relates new knowledge to 
own world.  Understands 
that other things have 
“poles” such as Earth.   

Independently observes 
and discovers 
characteristics of magnets 
(attraction and repulsion.) 

With guidance from 
teacher, word banks, and 
other tools observes and 
discovers characteristics 
of magnets (attraction 
and repulsion.) 

Does not observe or 
discover the 
characteristics of magnets 
(attraction and repulsion.) 

Science:  Understands 
simple circuits 

Independently 
understands simple 
circuits and can 
demonstrate 
understanding through 
drawings and diagrams.  
Understands concepts of 
open and closed circuits 
and how to create them.  
Pursues and understands 
further knowledge on 
circuits such as parallel 
circuits, switches, etc.   

Independently 
understands simple 
circuits and can 
demonstrate 
understanding through 
drawings and diagrams.  
Understands concepts of 
open and closed circuits 
and how to create them.   

With guidance from 
teacher, word banks, and 
other tools understands 
simple circuits and can 
demonstrate 
understanding through 
drawings and diagrams.  
Understands concepts of 
open and closed circuits 
and how to create them.   

Cannot demonstrate 
understanding of simple 
circuits through drawings 
and diagrams.  Does not 
understand concepts of 
open and closed circuits 
and how to create them. 
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Social Studies:  Applies 
map skills 

Independently applies 
map skills such as reading 
key/legend and compass 
rose.  Uses skills to read 
and create own maps.  
Applies more in depth 
map skills such as scales 
and grids.   

Independently applies 
map skills such as reading 
key/legend and compass 
rose.  Uses skills to read 
and create own maps.   

With guidance from 
teacher, word banks, and 
other tools applies map 
skills such as reading 
key/legend and compass 
rose.  Uses skills to read 
and create own maps.   

Cannot apply map skills or 
use the skills to read and 
create own maps.   

Social Studies:  
Identifies continents, 
oceans, and landforms 

Independently identifies 
the continents, oceans 
and landforms on Earth. 
Reflects on and pursues 
further knowledge about 
the formation of and 
changing of continents, 
oceans and landforms.   

Independently identifies 
the continents, oceans 
and landforms on Earth.  

With guidance from 
teacher, word banks, and 
other tools identifies the 
continents, oceans and 
landforms on Earth. 

Cannot identify the 
continents, oceans and 
landforms on Earth. 

Social Studies: 
Develops an 
understanding of 
communities 

Independently develops 
an understanding of 
communities and 
identifies the people, 
places, services within 
them.  Reflects on own 
community and pursues 
further knowledge about 
communities through 
observations and 
questioning. 

Independently develops 
an understanding of 
communities and 
identifies the people, 
places, services within 
them.   

With guidance from 
teacher, word banks, and 
other tools develops an 
understanding of 
communities and 
identifies the people, 
places, services within 
them.   

Does not develop an 
understanding of 
communities or identify 
the people, places and 
services within them.  

Social Studies: 
Describes events in 
Early American 
history/explorers 

Independently identifies 
specific people, places, 
and events in early 
American history 
(exploration.)  
Independently pursues 
further knowledge about 
early American 
exploration.  Reflects on 
how early exploration 

Independently identifies 
specific people, places, 
and events in early 
American history 
(exploration.) 

With guidance from 
teacher, word banks, and 
other tools identifies 
specific people, places, 
and events in early 
American history 
(exploration.) 

Cannot identify specific 
people, places, and events 
in early American history 
(exploration.)  
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 helped shape the world 
we live in today. 

Social Studies: 
Develops an 
understanding of 
immigration 

Independently 
understands why people 
immigrate and the causes 
and effects of 
immigration.  
Independently pursues 
further knowledge about 
immigration and reflects 
on how immigration has 
helped shape the world 
we live in today. 

Independently 
understands why people 
immigrate and the causes 
and effects of 
immigration.   

With guidance from 
teacher, word banks, and 
other tools understands 
why people immigrate 
and the causes and effects 
of immigration.   

Does not understand why 
people immigrate and the 
causes and effects of 
immigration.   


