
5th Grade Writing, Speaking, Listening, Viewing 

 STANDARD EXCEEDS PROFICIENT DEVELOPING NEEDS IMPROVEMENT 

Writing: Effectively 
writes an opinion piece 

Independently writes an 
opinion piece on a topic 
or text with supporting 
reasons and information 
providing reflection. 

Writes an opinion piece 
on a topic or text with 
supporting reasons and 
information with minimal 
support from 
peers/teacher. 

Writes an opinion piece 
on a topic or text with 
supporting reasons or 
information and with 
substantial help from 
peers/teacher. 

Writes an opinion piece 
on a topic or text without 
supporting reasons or 
information.  Relies 
heavily on teacher 
support. 

Writing: Effectively 
writes and 
informative/explanatory 
piece 

Independently constructs 
a researched 
informative/explanatory 
text including facts from 
multiple resources. 

Writes 
informative/explanatory 
paragraphs using main 
ideas and supporting 
details with minimal 
support from 
peers/teacher. 

Writes 
informative/explanatory 
paragraphs using main 
ideas or details and with 
substantial help from 
peers/teacher. 

Writes 
informative/explanatory 
paragraphs without using 
main ideas and details.  
Relies heavily on teacher 
support. 

Writing: Effectively 
writes a narrative 

Independently writes a 
narrative with multiple 
plots or implied 
resolution with greater 
details developed in plot 
(more detailed and 
intricately planned) 

Writes a narrative using 
story elements with a 
developed plot, 
descriptive details, and a 
clear sequence of events 
with minimal support 
from peers/teacher. 

Writes a narrative using 
story elements with 
guidance from teacher 
created tools/worksheets 
and with substantial help 
from peers/teacher. 

Writes a narrative but is 
missing two or more of 
the following story 
elements: plot, 
descriptive details and a 
clear sequence of events.  
Relies heavily on teacher 
support. 

Writing: Demonstrates 
accurate punctuation, 
capitalization, grammar, 
and spelling usage 

Strengthens writing piece 
independently editing for 
grade level conventions. 

Strengthens writing piece 
independently editing for 
grade level conventions 
and uses peer/teacher 
assistance to create a 
stronger piece of writing 

Uses peer/teacher 
assistance to alter writing 
piece.  Does not revise 
independently to 
strengthen own writing 
piece. 

Does not strengthen 
writing piece by editing 
conventions and does not 
take suggestions from 
peers or teacher. 



5th Grade Writing, Speaking, Listening, Viewing 

 Writing: gathers and 
paraphrases 
information from a 
variety of sources 

Independently conducts 
research projects using a 
variety of sources, 
including print and 
technology as well as 
schema to gain 
knowledge on a topic.  
Uses a more difficult text 
structure (cause/effect, 
problem/solution, 
compare/contrast) AND 
independently uses 
multimedia presentation 
tools.   

Conducts research 
projects using a variety of 
sources, including print 
and technology as well as 
schema to gain 
knowledge on a topic 
with minimal assistance 
from peers/teacher. 

Conducts research 
projects summarizing 
information from a 
source and uses relevant 
information from schema 
to gain knowledge on a 
topic.  Substantial 
peer/teacher assistance is 
needed. 

Conducts research 
projects using 
information from a 
source and uses 
information from schema 
to gain knowledge on a 
topic.  Relies heavily on 
peer/teacher assistance. 

Listening/Speaking/ 
Viewing: Listens to 
presentations and 
responds appropriately 

Engages in cooperative 
learning discussions and 
presentations.  Asks 
appropriate and on-topic 
questions to the speaker.  
Offers personal thoughts 
and reflections on topics.   

Engages in cooperative 
learning discussions and 
presentations.  Asks 
appropriate and on-topic 
questions to the speaker. 

Engages in cooperative 
learning discussions and 
presentations with 
guidance from peers and 
teacher.  Asks questions 
to the speaker with 
prompt from 
peers/teacher. 

Does not engage in 
cooperative learning 
discussions and 
presentations and/or 
does not ask questions to 
the speaker. 

Listening/Speaking/ 
Viewing:  Gives oral 
presentations and 
accepts feedback 

Gives oral presentations 
to small and large groups.  
Always speaks clearly, 
with good eye contact 
and posture.  Responds 
appropriately to feedback 
and reflects on feedback.   

Gives oral presentations 
to small and large groups.  
Usually speaks clearly, 
with good eye contact 
and posture.  Responds 
appropriately to 
feedback. 

Gives oral presentations 
to small and large groups 
with assistance from 
peers/teacher.  Usually 
speaks clearly with good 
eye contact and posture.  
Does not respond to 
feedback. 

Gives oral presentations 
to small and large groups 
with assistance from 
peers/teacher.  Rarely 
speaks clearly with good 
eye contact and posture.  
Does not respond to 
feedback.   


