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From the Superintendent’s Desk 
I hope you are enjoying the remaining days of the school 
year. I’m sure the seniors are moping around with the re-
alization their school days are coming to an end…or not! 
Whether they want to admit it, I’m sure there are mixed 
feelings as they approach this milestone and look to what 
lies ahead. I wish them the best! 
 
This time of year is always reflective for me. I think about 
staff, parents, and community members who have devot-
ed so much of their lives to preparing our graduates, I 
think about the students who are leaving and how the 
time goes faster with every passing year, and I think 
about how fortunate we are to be a part of their lives. On 
behalf of everyone at Ballard, thank you for entrusting 
your children to us. It is a responsibility we take very seri-
ously, and an opportunity for which we are deeply grate-
ful. 
 
Enjoy the summer, and I look forward to seeing you soon.  
Go Bombers! 
 
Sincerely, 
Ottie Maxey 
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Meningococcal Secondary School Vaccine Requirement: 

 For the 2017-2018 school year, and all future school years, all students entering, advancing or transferring into 

7th grade and born after September 15, 2004, will need proof of one dose of meningococcal conjugate vaccine 

(MenACWY). All students entering, advancing, or transferring into 12th grade and born after September 15, 

1999, will need proof of two doses of meningococcal (A, C W, Y) vaccine; or 1 dose if received when the stu-

dent was 16 years of age or older.  

 

 Meningitis vaccine protect against meningococcal serogroups A, C, W, and Y. Meningococcal disease caused 

by any serogroup is very serious, life-threatening illness. It is caused by bacteria that can infect the blood, brain, 

and spinal cord. Meningococcal bacteria are spread through upper respiratory droplets, such as saliva (kissing, 

living in close quarters). About 10 to 15% of people with meningococcal disease die even with appropriate 

treatment. Twenty percent of people recovering from meningococcal disease suffer from serious effects includ-

ing permanent hearing loss, limb loss, or brain damage. Meningococcal vaccines are very safe and effective at 

preventing meningococcal disease. The meningococcal vaccine is 85 - 100 percent effective at preventing in-

fection from the subtypes of meningococcus found in the vaccine.  

Keeping your child safe is very important as the weather changes.  There are several things that parents can 

do to ensure your child’s safety while having fun being outdoors. 

 

Hydration - Please send a water bottle.  It’s important that children drink often on hot, dry, and windy days.  

Children should drink extra fluid before exercise begins and after finishing exercise.  They should drink at 

regular intervals throughout the day.  Children should drink water, even if they do not feel thirsty. 

 

Staying Dry - Please send boots and  an extra pair of pants.  Children will play outside, and they will find 

the rain puddles and mud.  Children may have to wear wet or muddy clothes if there are not extras availa-

ble in the health office. 

 

Skin Protection - Sunscreen should be applied at home.  Sunscreen will not be applied at school.  Light 

weight clothing such as a light jacket that covers the skin and a hat is recommended when outdoors. 

 

Insect Bites - To avoid insect bites, don’t use scented soaps, perfumes, or hairspray on your child. 



 3 

 



 4 

 

 

 

Starting with the 2017-2018 school year, Ballard West will now be offering TWO FREE 4 year-old 

preschool programs!!  One classroom will serve 3 year-olds in the morning and a 4-year-old section in 

the afternoon.  The second classroom will offer a 4-year-old program only in the afternoon as well.  

  
   *Students must turn 4 on or before Sept. 15th to be eligible for the FREE 4-year-old preschool program. 

   *Students must be fully potty-trained before the first day of class. 

   *The 3-year-old Program is held Mon., Tues. and Thurs. from 8:15-11:15 and the cost is $110/mo. 

   *The 4-year-old Program is held Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 12:15-3:15 with NO cost. 

   *Parents must provide transportation to and from preschool. 

West Elementary 

At Ballard West we promote the “I Can!” 

Early Literacy and Cognitive Learning 

and Development!!! 
-I can look at books. 

-I can try to read books. 

-I can try to write. 

-I can use some letters to show my writing. 

-I can learn something from books. 

-I can show others how I solve problems. 

-I can tell how the sounds I make go with the 

words. 

-I can count things in a group. 

-I can use the words “more” and “less” to show 

the difference between two objects. 

-I can remember the order of things that I have 

heard or things I have done. 
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Four students from East Elementary will have their artwork 
on display this summer during the Des Moines Arts Festival, 
June 23rd - 25th. 
These students are: 
    Jaxon Hermann (5th) 
    Rylee Scherder (5th) 
    Tony Horness (4th) 
    Reagan Swanson (3rd) 

DATE: Thursday, May 11, 2017 

 

LOCATION: Ballard High School Auditorium 

 

CONCERT TIMES: 

 5:30 PM - 3rd Grade “On the Radio” 

 6:30PM - 4th Grade “Rock and Roll Forever” 

 7:30PM - 5th Grade “Broadway Beat!” 

 

*All students are to meet in the chorus room 15 minutes prior to their concert start time.  
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BALLARD EAST PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

 Mission Statement: The goal of the Ballard East Physical Education program is to develop physically lit-

erate individuals who have the knowledge, skills and confidence to enjoy a lifetime of healthful physical 

activity. 

  

To pursue a lifetime of healthful physical activity, a physically literate individual: 

      · Has learned the skills necessary to participate in a variety of physical activities. 

· Knows the implications and the benefits of involvement in various types of physical activities. 

· Participates regularly in physical activity. 

· Is physically fit. 

· Values physical activity and its contributions to healthy lifestyles. 

· Finds enjoyment and fulfillment in being physical active and fit. 

  

The students at Ballard East have had a fantastic year in P.E.  During the month of April the fourth and 

fifth grade students completed their physical fitness testing.  At East, we us the FitnessGram (http://

www.fitnessgram.net/) to assess a student’s overall physical fitness.   Each student completes the curl-

up (sit-up) test, push-up test, sit & reach test and pacer test.  
  

During the first part of April, the 3rd, 4th and 5th graders participated in a fun and fast paced game that 

incorporates the skills/rules from soccer and football, called GATORBALL.  Gatorball is also a great way 

for students to get into their target heart rate zones and work on teamwork/cooperation.  

 

If you would like to stay up to date on what is happening at Ballard East in Physical Education check out 

our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/BallardEastPE. 

 

 

 

Note: Ballard East Field Day will be held on 

Tuesday, May 23rd.   
 

Times will be as follows: 

4th grade- 8:15-10:00 

5th grade- 10:15-12:00 

3rd grade- 1:00-2:45 

The Kona Ice Truck will be back again at East during Field 

Day selling ice cold drinks!

http://www.fitnessgram.net/
http://www.fitnessgram.net/
http://www.facebook.com/BallardEastPE
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“A picture says a thousand words,“ but a HUGE thank you to our 
sponsors for Opera Iowa this year!  Our students at East and West 
Elementary learned about different styles of music, composers, live 
theater, and a good story with a message of inclusion and compassion.  
We are grateful for the support and opportunity to share this with 
our students. 
 
Musically yours, 
Mrs. DeVries, East Elementary Music Teacher 
Mrs. Licht, West Elementary Music Teacher 
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On March 29, eighteen 8th graders competed in the National History Day 
competition at Central College in Pella.  The students researched a topic 
that related to the theme, Taking a Stand.  At Pella, students presented 
documentaries, performances, papers, and exhibits to judges and were in-
terviewed over their project.  Out of the 15 projects from Ballard Middle 
School, 6 projects will advance to the state competition on May 8. These 
students are Nolan Schonhorst, Caitlin Maher, Audra Jahn, Alec Sernett, 
Alex Upah, and Rachel Stephany.  Congratulations to all the students who 
participated!  
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Senior High School 

 

Reminder for Sophomores & Juniors -  

NHS Applications Due 
 

National Honor Society application surveys were handed out to all 

sophomores and juniors who met the academic criteria for becoming 

NHS members. NHS membership is based upon Scholarship, Citizen-

ship, Service, Leadership, and Character. Students with at least a 3.3 cu-

mulative grade point average and 20 hours of verified service are eligi-

ble to complete the application process. The surveys must be complet-

ed online by Friday, May 19 at 3:00 p.m to be considered by the NHS 

Faculty Council. Students who are invited to membership will be noti-

fied by mail in August.  

FREE FINANCIAL AID PRESENTATION FOR JUNIORS AND PARENTS 
 

The high school counseling office has invited a representative from the Iowa College Access Network 

(ICAN) to provide a free presentation on financial aid for juniors and their parents on Tuesday, May 9, 

at 7:00 p.m. in the high school auditorium. 

 

Topics will include: 

 Financial Aid Process 

 FAFSA Application Review 

 Understanding FAFSA Results 

 Understanding Costs - College Comparisons 

 Financial Aid Options 

 Scholarships Process 

 Where to Go for Help 

 

For more information, contact Lisa Doland at (515) 597-2971 ext. 2181 
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Class of 2017 - Senior Dates to Remember 

May 1 - Monday 

7:15 -   Check in with Ms. Doland in the commons. 

7:30 -   Dollars for Scholars Night in the HS Auditorium 

  (If you are receiving a scholarship you MUST be present to get your scholarship.) 

May 7 - Sunday 

7:00 -   Ballard Athletic Booster Club Senior Recognition Night in the HS Auditorium 

May 8 - Monday 

  Tri-folds are due - a picture of the completed tri-fold must be approved by student’s advisor. 

May 12 - Friday 

3:00 -   Final scholarship information to be printed in the graduation program due to Terri Doud. 

May 15 - Monday 
8:00 - 3:00 Regular Classes 

May 16 - Tuesday 
8:00 -   Regular Classes.  Semester test review for periods 2, 4, & 6. 

9:45 -   Check-out sheets will be handed out during advisor period. 

May 17 - Wednesday 

8:00 - 3:00 Regular Classes.  Test Review. 

1:30 -   Last day to turn in additional scholarship information and/or certificates to be presented at the  

  Senior Awards Program on Thursday. 

1:15 - 1:30  Set up tri-folds in HS commons. (All seniors are required to have a tri-fold on display.) 

6:00 - 7:00 Senior Celebration Night in the high school commons. (All seniors are required to attend.) 

7:30 -   Baccalaureate in the auditorium. (optional) Meet in the vocal room at 7:00 wearing cap & gown. 

May 18 - Thursday 
8:00 - 1:30 Regular classes for period 1, 3, 5 and 7 - semester test review 

  Semester tests administered in the classroom periods 2, 4, & 6. 

May 19 - Friday 

8:00 - 3:00 Semester tests administered in the classrooms periods 1, 3, 5, and 7. 

8:00 - 3:00 Open campus during periods 2, 4, & 6. (Clean locker, check out w/library or lunch.) 

3:00 -   Check out sheets are due.  Turn in to your advisor or to Terri Doud in Guidance Office. 

May 24 - Wednesday 

8:00 -   All semester final grades are due. 

9:00 -   Senior Award Program  - (All seniors are required to attend.) In High School Auditor ium. 

10:00 - 11:30 Graduation practice in the high school gym. (All seniors must attend.) 

11:30 - 12:30 Senior BBQ - Lunch in the tent area south of auditorium.  (Meal and activities TBA) 

12:30 - 3:00 Tentative make-up time for seniors if needed in case of skip day, senior pranks, etc. 

  Senior test make-up, CPR training, or detention time. 

May 28 - Sunday 

1:00 -   Report to auditorium w/cap & gown, medallion and cords ready to go. 

  Honor students group pictures will be taken at this time. 

2:00 -   Graduation in high school gym. 

3:00 -   Reception line to follow graduation in the commons and/or front of the school.  

  (weather permitting) 
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The freshman English students have experienced a lot this year, and some new techniques and lessons 
were developed and implemented. They worked with Romeo and Juliet, various short stories, Greek Mythol-
ogy, researching an impactful African American for a persuasive research paper, comparing and contrasting 
movie versions to readings done in class, literary circle discussions, and more. For the first time in my class, 
students used small group literary discussions in the To Kill a Mockingbird unit to develop their knowledge, 
understanding, and connections to the reading, and there were some fantastic discussions that went on! It 
was a lot of fun hearing what they all had to say and building on each other's ideas. They will finish the year 
with a short paper and some speeches to wrap things all up.  
 
In the photos, students review scenes from Romeo and Juliet using the Mannequin Challenge to "freeze" a 
chosen scene. The rest of the class had to guess which scene was being represented.  

- submitted by Jenn Rigby 

Ballard’s mission statement asks our school system to ensure our students will be successful and responsi-
ble citizens in the 21st Century. It is already the 21st Century and our students are already citizens, so in 
American Studies and Composition this year students didn’t just write for their teacher, they wrote for the 
good of their school, their state, their planet.  Students researched a topic they cared about, weighed the evi-
dence on all sides of the issue, and developed an opinion about what needed to be done. One student met 
with a zoologist from the Blank Park Zoo, another emailed back and forth with a conservation officer, many 
scoured research databases to understand the complexity of their issue. Finally, students developed a cam-
paign to raise awareness about their issue. They decided who was in a position to make a difference and 
how they would communicate with their audience. One student emailed back and forth with a radio executive 
about the lack of musical diversity on the radio. Another wrote to their state representative about water quali-
ty issues. Teachers received emails about homework policies. The principal received an email about school 
start times. A website about ridding the world of landmines was created. Infographics about the lack of wom-
en in STEM professions were posted. Tweets about everything from voter ID laws to the cost of hunting tags 
to school funding were tweeted. If you are worried about the future, spend time with a student who has 
thought deeply about one of their passions, and see how he or she can leverage language and technology to 
move our world in a better direction. 

- submitted by Anders Dovre 
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Last fall in 11th grade World Literature, we began with reading and writing workshops. During reading 
workshop, students selected individual books they wanted to read and set weekly goals. These weekly 
goals helped to increase reading stamina needed in preparation for longer texts encountered in high 
school and college. Within this reading, we also incorporated some whole class pieces, including The 
Epic of Gilgamesh, The Aeneid, and Fahrenheit 451. Students worked to identify themes, conflict, char-
acterization, and cite textual evidence within these units. Juniors also conferenced with the teacher 
about their individual books periodically. Writing workshop involved learning about leads, “showing, not 
telling” description, vivid verb choice, and a review of capitalization, punctuation, and grammar ele-
ments, such as fragments, run-ons, and comma splices. These skills were assessed in writing an intro-
ductory essay and a personal narrative. Junior students also met with the teacher to individually go over 
their narratives and receive feedback on problem areas of their writing. 
 
December and January were focused on the completion of National History Day projects centered 
around the theme “Taking a Stand in History.” This project was done in conjunction with World History 
and Western Civ classes. Students reviewed with Mrs. Dovre, our school librarian, how to assess 
sources for research. They also learned how to take notes using note cards, create citations for 
sources, and compile information to complete a final project. Juniors could choose to create an exhibit, 
website, documentary, performance or individual paper. Sixteen students took their projects past the 
classroom to attend Districts in Pella at Central College on March 29th, and seven of those projects 
made it onto State, which will be held in Des Moines on May 8th. 
 
This spring we are finishing the year with various research-based reading strategies, discussion groups, 
and argumentative and informational writing. We will be incorporating these into the novels The Meta-
morphosis, Hiroshima, Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl, and A Tale of Two Cities. 

- submitted by Julie Ramer 

2017 NHD Senior Districts: Dana Edleman, Bri Gibson, Taylor Nosekabel, Heather Penton, 
Grace Long, Ben Von Arb, Morgan Kluender, Elijah Johnson, Justus Mai, Perry Kallio, Zach Zeller, 

Joe Andrews, Cassie Smith, and Maddie Connell. Not pictured: Addison Brekke and Aly Ramer.  
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Students prepare to publish Ballard’s third literary magazine 
 

Under the leadership of senior Kurt Sernett, a group of Ballard High School students are prepar-
ing to publish their third annual literary magazine, Scripturient. In February students on the staff visited 
English classrooms and encouraged writers and artists to submit their fiction, nonfiction, poems, six-
word stories, and art to be considered for the magazine. Posters encouraging submission were hung 
around the school letting students know that they could submit their work to a dedicated e-mail ad-
dress.  A website was created, and materials were slowly gathered for consideration. Both as individu-
als and as a group, the Scripturient staff read the creative writing, viewed the art, and evaluated the 
submissions. Pieces selected for inclusion were edited and prepared for publication. This year, over 
thirty pieces have been submitted and accepted. The magazine will be printed and then made available 
to Ballard High School students the third week in May. 
 Members of the staff in addition to editor, Kurt Sernett are Aimee Butler, Gabby Cole, Taylor 

Nosekabel, Adam Orgler, Kyle Hamerlinck, Evan Williams, Sammantha Neys, Sam Upah, Ashley Klim-

pel, and Rachel Hettinger. 

- submitted by Ann Lem 

Pictured above, front row: Rachel Hettinger, Taylor Nosekabel, Gabby Cole, Sammantha Neys, 

Ashley Klimpel. Back row: Evan Williams, Adam Orgler, Kyle Hamerlinck, and Kurt Sernett. Not pic-

tured: Aimee Butler and Sam Upah. 
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NEWS FROM THE FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES DEPARTMENT,  
Career and Technical Education 
 
Mission: Family and Consumer Sciences combines natural and social sciences to empower in-
dividuals and families by managing the challenges of living and working in a diverse global society. 
 

 
Child Development I and II:  The focus of this class has been to ready stu-
dents for working with children as a career or as a parent.  One of the projects 
during the second semester is for each student to take home a computerized ba-
by.  These babies were programmed based on actual schedules of infants. I set 
up the babies and the students take them home on Friday and return them on 
Monday.   I hear a lot of, “This isn’t like a real baby.” comments.  No, they are 
not!! The experience is for the students to understand the responsibility and time 
it takes to be a parent. The students must take care of the babies by meeting 
their needs of changing a diaper, feeding them, burping them, and rocking/ hold-
ing them. Most of them agree when they return the babies that they are not 
ready to be parents at this point of time in their lives. 
 

 
Foods and Advanced Foods:  The first 
semester of this class focuses on basic skills 
of cooking.  Specifically, we practice meas-
uring, reading and following directions, time 
management, and specific cooking and bak-
ing skills.  Units that we study and labs that 
we prepare are eggs, white sauce and 
cheese sauce, quick and yeast bread, pies 
and pastry, cookies, vegetables and soups.  
We prepared a potato soup and a Wisconsin 
Cheddar potato soup for the Ballard Booster 
Club soup supper in January. We hope you 
enjoyed it!   As part of the soup unit, the stu-
dents had the opportunity to use the 
knowledge and skills that they have gained 
to compete in our chili cook-off contest.  The 
winning group was Hunter Penton, Emma Jensen, and Lindsey Kaldenburg.  Congratulations to them!! 

 
We are now at the end of our cooking year and our unit we are currently in is called Trends in Foods.  
The first focus was make ahead meals in which the class make Overnight Lasagna. The students really 
liked it!!  Other cooking projects we will prepare are homemade pizza, casseroles, stir fry (prep one 
day, prepare the next day), and quick breakfast dishes.  The year will end in learning how to decorate 
cupcakes.  

 - con’t on next page 
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- con’t from previous page 
 
Living on Your Own: The purpose of this class is to go 
through information that a student may need once they grad-
uate from high school and are on their own.  A very popular 
lesson was the $10 meal.  Each group of four students is 
allowed to spend $10 on an entire meal.  We then shopped, 
as a class, for the ingredients at the local Fareway store. 
The following day, they prepared their meal in class.  The 
following pictures to the right show a meal that 
was prepared and the students who prepared it 
and are enjoying eating it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other classes that have been taught within this past school year are 9

th
 FCS/Health and Design.   

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We have had a successful year in the FCS department and have generated lots of learning and interest 
in this field.  

- submitted by Jean Longnecker 

Ellie Burnes & Reilly Baker show 
off their fruit pizza. 

The Middle School program is an exploratory that is 6 weeks 
in length.   
The 7

th
 grade program covers:  

Making the Most of Your Home 
Types of Homes 
Food and Kitchen Safety and Sanitation 
Kitchen Tools and Equipment 
Working Together in Labs 
Reading and Following Recipes 
Measuring 
Food Preparation 
Careers 
 

The 8
th
 grade program covers: 

Consumer resource management 
Being a wise consumer  
Sewing construction  
Parenting and Child development 
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The High School Library has been a busy place this 
year. Students are using the library to study, work on 
online courses, complete group projects, tutor, relax, lo-
cate books, read, and hang out with peers. The LMC 
conference room has been a quiet place for small 
groups meetings and recording audio or video projects. 
Several classes are also using the library spaces 
(upstairs and down) to provide a different setting and 
more space for their students to work on assignments.  

Happenings @BallardLibrary 

Battle of the Books Competition 
Battle of the Books is a statewide competition 
designed to get students to read a wide range of 

books. Students form 
groups of 4-6 people 
and read from a pre-
selected list of 28 
books. We had one 
Battle of the Books 
team this year. The 
team formed in Octo-

ber and spent months reading, meeting, and 
preparing for the battle. In March, they compet-
ed against 72 other teams from high schools 
around the state. They did not make it into the 
top 16, so they did not advance to the Grand 
Battle, but we are proud of their efforts.  

High School Book Club 
We have up to 8 students meeting weekly to dis-
cuss one common book and share a morning 
snack. This year, we have read The Weight of Si-
lence, The Light 
Between Oceans, 
The Memory Book, 
The Sun is Also a 
Star and The 
Perks of Being a 
Wallflower. Our 
highlight of this 
year was a virtual 
meeting with Lara 
Avery, author of The Memory Book.  

http://goo.gl/vwGMHi 

https://sites.google.com/site/ihsbobooks/home
http://goo.gl/vwGMHi
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Joslyn Waelti-Johnson, Autumn Boettger, 
Justus Mai, Addison Brekke, Nicholas 

Palmer, Taylor Noe, Grace Long 

 On April 6 and 7, 2017, a group of Ballard High School students joined over 
four hundred students from three states and multiple countries at the 53rd Annual 
Iowa High School Model United Nations Conference. The conference was held on 
the University of Northern Iowa campus in Cedar Falls, Iowa. Model UN is a simula-
tion experience of the United Nations in which students act as delegates from a 
United Nations member country. Prior to attending the conference students re-
search their chosen country and write position papers regarding specific topics 
from the viewpoint of their country. This year, the group from Ballard High School 
represented the nation of India on four committees: Legal; Disarmament; Politics 
and International Security; and Social, Humanitarian and Cultural. While attend-
ing the conference students proposed and negotiated international resolutions, 
planned strategy, resolved conflicts, and followed the procedure of an actual Unit-
ed Nations assembly. In addition to committee work, students had the opportunity 
to listen to keynote speakers, attend a festival and become more involved in 
worldly issues. 

Ballard High School 2017 Spring Model UN 

Congratulations to Afton Stark (Senior) for winning 
the Spring of 2017 Money Sense Investment Chal-
lenge. Afton lead the challenge for just one day after 
taking the lead from senior Taylor Tully on the very 
last day of trading in the contest.  In just 68 days Af-
ton turned her $100,000 into $105,290 which con-
verts to a 29.36% annualized return and is 3.92% 
above what the S&P 500 returned during the same 
time period.  Her top three portfolio holdings includ-
ed Tesla, Chipotle Mexican Grill and Amazon. Afton 
will be awarded a $250 scholarship provided 
by South Story Bank and Trust.  Afton's plans to at-
tend ISU and major in Supply Chain Management. Pic-
tured in the photo are James Lahart (Personal Banker 
at South Story Bank and Trust), Afton Stark (Money 
Sense student) and Bob Krause (Executive Vice-
President at South Story Bank and Trust).   
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Become a Member 
 

Students who are interested in applying for the High School Student Council need to 
complete an application form by May 5 at 3:30 and an interview by May 12 at 4:00. 
Applications are available through Google Classroom. New Student Council mem-
bers should use the code: an3xiom. Returning Student Council members should use 
the code: werkana. All parts of the application need to be uploaded into Google 
Classroom.  

 
All interviews for current high school students, new or returning, will 
be conducted by Ms. Mein and current seniors on Student Council. 
The sign-up for those interviews is posted outside HS Rm. 197. All 
interviews for current 8th graders will take place at the Middle 
School during advisory time the week of May 8.  

High School Blood Drive 
 

 On 31 March 2017, the High School Student Council ran a blood drive in the high 
school gym. Jenna Kauble and Cadynce Mather planned and organized the event, and 
this was their 4th blood drive. Other Student Council members volunteered to help on 
the day of the blood drive by escorting donors from the donation area to the snack ar-
ea.  Overall, 52 people registered to donate. Of the 52, 46 people donated and 16 peo-
ple were first time donors!  Altogether, 58 units of blood was collected thanks to Life-
Serve Blood Center and Ballard High School students and staff. By collecting 58 units, 
we helped save 174 lives! 

 
In addition, the following seniors will be recognized at graduation with cords for 

having donated five pints of blood during their high school career: Alestair Metcalfe, 
Brice Strumpfer, Hayden Van Maaren, John Fulk, Madison Whitacre, Seth Johnson, Bai-
ley Heinen, Lesli Carney, and Bill White. 
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Senior Survivor 
 
In March, seniors had the opportunity to sign up for Senior Survivor and compete in a series of chal-
lenges to find out who is the ultimate senior survivor. Seniors initially signed up as a member of a 
team. The teams then compete in both physical and mental challenges over the course of three 
weeks. The challenges this year included tug of war and riddles. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 Emma Schonhorst, Madison Smith, Taylor Larson,            Bill White and Madison Vincent   
 Avree Anderson, and Talia Vespestad             (not pictured Cassie Wilson) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Lesli Carney, Andrea Bollig, Madison Whitacre,            Bry Ronca, Ian Dickens, Erin Snell 
       Jill VanErsvelde, and Kenton Brekke             Sam Upah, and Alestair Metcalfe 
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2017 Winning Senior Survivor 
Team: Kaleb Odden, Max Stoltz, 

Ian Fletcher, Jack Baumhover, 

and Tyler Ihle  

At the end of the three weeks, the team with the most points stayed overnight at the 
school April 17-20. During this second stage, the seniors were no longer competing as 
a team, but as an individual. The winner of each challenge won immunity and was safe 
from the elimination votes. Those voted off were sent to “Exile Island.” They could not 
compete in the challenges anymore, but before the final challenge, the three people on 
“Exile Island” had one last challenge to get back into the final challenge. For the final 
challenge, the contestants had to answer questions to earn a point. For each correct 
question, the contestant also shot a free throw. A made free throw was worth one point. 
The person with the most points was our 2017 Senior Survivor. 

Congratulations to our 

2017 Senior Survivor 

Kaleb Odden.  

A BIG THANK YOU to Mrs. Rigby, Mr. Christian, and Mr. Deason 

for chaperoning and to Mrs. Huen, Ms. Chongo, and Mrs. Ramer for 

providing dinner. WE COULDN’T DO THIS WITHOUT YOU!!!  
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BALLARD SHARKS 
SWIM CLUB! 

Slater Municipal Pool June-July 
 

Practice starts 6/5.  Come the first week for free! 

Join the Ballard Sharks for an unforgettable summer!  Fun in the sun, 
new friendships, and a way to stay active with a competitive twist!! 

Practices are M, Tu, Th, F 7AM - 8:45AM 
Meets on Tuesday Nights 

Registration open now 
through the summer! 

 
Check out Ballard Swim Sharks  

on Facebook! 
 

Questions?: ballardsharks@gmail.com 

Open to youth (ages 6 - 18) 
in and around Southern  
Story, North Polk, and 

Boone Counties! 
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2017 BALLARD GIRLS’ BASKETBALL CAMPS 
Girls entering grades 4-10 

 

July 10, 11, 12 (Mon, Tues, Wed)  8:30 – 11:00 am 

Huxley – High School Gym & 3 C’s Center Cost $60 (second child $30) 
 

First Day Check-in: Grades 4-6 – 3 C’s Center  /  Grades 7-10 – High School 
 

What to bring: Non-marking basketball shoes, shorts, water bottle and a small towel. 
 

Return registration by JUNE 16, 2017 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(please cut and keep top portion) 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 
(Complete 1 registration form per child) 

 

NAME:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________  

PHONE: ________________________________ ENTERING GRADE __________________ AGE  _______________________  

PARENTS / GUARDIAN NAME:  ____________________________________________________________________________  

PARENT E-MAIL ADDRESS:  ______________________________________________________________________________  

T – SHIRT SIZE:  (CIRCLE ONE) 

YOUTH SIZE      X-LARGE           ADULT SIZE        SMALL          MEDIUM          LARGE          X-LARGE 

 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  BALLARD GIRLS BASKETBALL             TOTAL PAYMENT: $  __________________  

  

RELEASE FORM 

 (REQUIRED) 
 

In consideration of the acceptance of this application for registration, I waive and release any rights and claims I may have against Ballard 

Community School, the 3 C’s Recreation Center, the camp coaching staff, and all members of the Ballard Girls’ Basketball Camp, for any 

and all damages which may be suffered by my daughter in connection with her association with this camp. 

 

DATE: ______________    SIGNED: (PARENT OR GUARDIAN) __________________________________________________  

 

Return to:   Kelly Anderson 

  BALLARD HIGH SCHOOL 

  PO Box 307 

  Huxley, IA  50124 

  

PLEASE RETURN BY JUNE 16, 2017 
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2017 Ballard Bombers  
Kindergarten – 6th Grade Football Camp 

When:  Saturday, August 5 

Time:  9:00-11:00 am 

Location: Practice Fields at the High School (West Side off of 5th Street) 

Cost:  $30.00 Includes a Camp T-shirt  
  Please make check out to “Ballard Football “ 
  Mail to:  Al Christian - Ballard High School - 701 Ballard Drive  
          PO Box 307 – Huxley IA  50124 

Need:  Cleats, shorts and a t-shirt 

Any questions please contact:  Al Christian  
                                                                      597-2971 ext. 2113 (school) 
                                                                      450-0587 (cell) 
                                                                      achristian@ballard.k12.ia.us (email) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please cut and send in with payment: 
 

Name _____________________________________   Grade (Fall of 2017) _________ 

Parent’s Name ______________________________________________________ 

Parent Contact Number _______________________________________________ 

 
T-shirt Size (circle) -  YS  -  YM  -  YL  -  S  -  M  -  L  -  XL  -  XXL 

mailto:achristian@ballard.k12.ia.us
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This has been a good year for the Ballard Lunch Program.   Lunch counts are up again 

this year and we are always pleased to see that.  We want to remind you that breakfast 

is available for all students including free and reduced.  As we approach the end of the 

year, we appreciate your help in keeping a positive balance in your family account. 

 

As required by the Ballard School Board, we will run family balance statements 

for the elementary schools after lunch on May 17th. The statements will be sent home 

on May 18th - 19th.  Please send money to cover any negative balance plus the 6 re-

maining days for  meals and kindergar ten milk. 

 

Secondary account balances will only be sent home if parents request them.  Please call 

597-2750 ext 1010 or 1013.  Middle & High School students must pay off any negative 

family balances before they are signed out. 

 

Positive or Negative balances in the account will be carried over to the 2017-2018 

school year. 

 

**Seniors on accounts by themselves need to pay off any negative balance.  If 

there is a positive balance for a senior on an account by themselves that money 

will be refunded. 
 

JUST A REMINDER:  Account statements are available on line with Infinite 

Campus. 

 

“RevTrak” is available on the Ballard web site home page. It will allow you to de-

posit money on line for your family lunch account using either a credit or debit card. 
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Organizations and Community News: 
ATTENTION SENIORS THAT RECEIVED A 

DOLLARS FOR SCHOLARS SCHOLARSHIP: 

Now that scholarship awards night is over, senior 

scholarship recipients MUST go back to their Dol-

lars for Scholars profile to accept and acknowledge 

their award. This should be done when the student 

has decided which institution they are going to at-

tend, knows institution's address and the start date 

of classes, and has been assigned a student ID 

number. 

 

When you have this information, the student needs 

to log back in to their profile on bal-

lard.dollarsforscholars.org. Then, in the lower left 

corner, under the "My Scholarships" heading, 

choose the "accept your scholarships" tab. Then 

scroll down to the bottom of the page to the 

"Scholarships I've Been Awarded" section. At the 

bottom you will see the scholarship you received 

and you must click the "accept scholarship" button. 

From this page, you will be directed to a scholar-

ship acknowledgement form that will ask for infor-

mation about the college you will be attending. Ac-

cepting and acknowledging your scholarship is a 

mandatory step so we know that you are indeed 

going on to post-secondary education and where 

to send your scholarship money. There is a PDF 

form with these instructions available to you by 

clicking the help button in your student profile and 

looking under the "How to accept my scholarships" 

question. 

 

If you have questions or plan to delay entry into 

college for military service or another reason, you 

must contact Ballard's Dollars for Scholars commit-

tee ASAP but no later than October 1st of 2017 at 

ballarddfs@gmail.com to keep them updated on 

your plans. If you have done that step and the Bal-

lard Community Dollars for Scholars has confirmed 

that you qualify for this deferment, you have until 

December 31, 2018, to claim your scholarship 

should you choose to delay entry into college. 
 

Enrichment Fund Donations: 

 * In memory of Ole Jones 

 Jean & David Saveraid 

* In memory of Imogene Estrem 

 Steve & Louella Larson 

* In memory of Austin Alt 

 Julie & Bob Krause 

 William & Elizabeth Krause 

* In memory of Lisa Doland’s mother 

 Ballard School Board & Supt. Ottie Maxey 

* In memory of Fay Porter 

 BSA Troop 163 Slater, IA 

 Karen Douglas 

 James Houser 

 Jonelle Prince 

 Jennifer Gogerty 

 Lisa Howell 

 Donna Trumpold 

 Kelly Trumpold 

 Andrew Denner 

 Dana Danks 

* In memory of Scott Gaul 

 Dollars for Scholars would like to thank over 

 75 donors who contributed to our scholar

 ship fund in memory of Scott Gaul 

* Donations 

 Richard Mens 

 Deb Malone 

 Kristine Purcell 

 Howard Hammond 

 Madrid Veterans of Foreign War 

mailto:ballarddfs@gmail.com
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BALLARD DOLLARS FOR  

SCHOLARS MEETING 

MARCH  23, 2017 
 

The Ballard Community Dollars for Scholars met at 6:00 p.m. on March 23, 2017 at the Ballard HS.  Present 

were:   Rachel Bangs, Doreen Blackmer,  Brenda Brink,  Sheila Norris,  Kristine Purcell, Anne Quick, Jean 

Saveraid, Jeanine Shelman-Ward, Cindi Thomas,  and Marcie Torkelson.  Also in attendance was Deb Malone 

as a guest. 

 

A pre-meeting meal was presented and enjoyed by the members. 

 

An update was given for the T43 fundraiser.  All the T-shirts were distributed and the contests were held at 

three basketball games.  A picture of the winners was published in the local paper. 

 

Members reviewed the Scholarship Award Policy and no changes were submitted. 

 

Marcie Torkelson has resigned the Treasurer position.  Anne Quick nominated Kristine Purcell to serve as our 

Treasurer.  Marcie seconded the nomination and Kristine was voted in by the members to serve as our new 

Treasurer. 

 

Brenda indicated the need for more donors as the class sizes are getting bigger.  Members are encouraged to 

think of potential donors. 

 

The Board was informed of four new endowments, the Rodney Krause Memorial Scholarship and three Scott 

Bates Gaul Memorial Scholarships.  

 

The main purpose of the meeting then commenced, matching the anonymous applications to the available schol-

arships.  These scholarships will be presented at the 22st annual Dollars for Scholars Scholarship Night on May 

1, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. in the Ballard High School auditorium. 

 

Cindi Thomas made a motion to adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Marcie Torkelson.  The meeting 

was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sheila Norris 

Are you interested in gardening?   
 

Take advantage of the free garden space behind  

the high school.  Tools, seeds, and plants will be  

provided!  Spaces are filling up fast! 

 

Call or email Jeriann McLaughlin:  

515-597-2971 ext. 2190 jmclaughlin@ballard.k12.ia.us 

mailto:jmclaughlin@ballard.k12.ia.us
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105 N Tama    515-228-3558     
Hours: M-TH 10 a.m.-7 p.m., Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 

Soup and Sound Lunch 
Our final Soup and Sound Lunch for the 
school year is scheduled for Friday, May 5.  
Come enjoy musician Reggie Greenlaw as 
he plays the hammered dulcimer.  A free-
will lunch will be served from 11:30 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m. with performance from 12 - 
12:30 p.m.  

 
 
 
 

Book Club 

The book club selection for May is Necessary Lies 
by Diana Chamberlain.  Discussion will be on 
Thursday, May 18 at 10 a.m.  
 

Overview:  It is 1960 in North Caroli-

na and the lives of Ivy Hart and Jane 

Forrester couldn't be more different. 

Fifteen-year-old Ivy lives with her fam-

ily as tenants on a small tobacco farm, 

but when her parents die, Ivy is left to 

care for her grandmother, older sister, 

and nephew. As she struggles with her 

grandmother's aging, her sister's mental 

illness, and her own epilepsy, she real-

izes they might need more than she can 

give. 
 

When Jane Forrester takes a position as Grace County's newest 

social worker, she is given the task of recommending which of 

her clients should be sterilized without their knowledge or con-

sent. The state's rationalization is that if her clients are poor, or 

ill, or deemed in some way "unfit" they should not be allowed to 

have children. But soon Jane becomes emotionally invested in 

her clients' lives, causing tension with her new husband and her 

supervisors. No one understands why Jane would want to be-

come a caseworker for the Department of Public Health when 

she could be a housewife and Junior League member. As Jane is 

drawn in by the Hart women, she begins to discover the secrets 

of the small farm—secrets much darker than she would have 

guessed. Soon, she must decide whether to take drastic action to 

help them, or risk losing a life-changing battle. 

 

Necessary Lies is the story of these two young women, seemingly 

worlds apart, but both haunted by tragedy. Jane and Ivy are 

thrown together and must ask themselves: How can you know 

what you believe is right, when everyone is telling you it's 

wrong?  -barnesandnoble.com  

Free Programs 

Soup and Sound Lunch– Friday May 5, 
 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (Next one will 
 be our Trivia Lunch in August) 
Yoga - Mondays and Thursdays at 9 a.m. 
Storytime - Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. (Last 
 one is May 17) 
Early-Out Program - Wednesdays from  
 1:30-3 p.m. (Final one is May 17) 
Book Club – Thursday, May 18 at 10 a.m. 
Coffee – Fridays at 10 a.m. 

Coming Soon: 
 

2017 FREE 

 Summer Reading  

Programs 

Registration is required.   

Forms available at the library or online at 

www.slaterlibrary.org. 
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It is the policy of Ballard Community School District not to illegally discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, disability, religion, creed, age 
(Employment only), marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic status (Students/program only) in its educational programs and its employment 

practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a grievance related to this policy please contact the    

district’s Equity Coordinator, Ottie Maxey, Superintendent, 509 N. Main, Huxley, IA, 50124, 515-597-2811, omaxey@ballard.k12.ia.us  

Follow the Ballard Twitter Feed 
 

Keep up-to-date with Ballard activities by following  

Ballard Activities on Twitter. 

@BHSbombers 
 

 

Ballard School District Phone Numbers 

Ballard West Elementary (Grades EK-2)  Administration Office 
105 E. Main, Slater, Iowa     509 N. Main Ave, Huxley, Iowa 

Attendance Reporting  228-3890  Superintendent  597-2811 

Attendance Email     attend-bus@ballard.k12.ia.us Business Manager  597-2811 

Office    228-3890  Fax    597-2965 

Fax    228-3892  Taher Food Service Office 597-2750 (ext. 1010 or 1013) 

Bus Riding Changes  597-2979 

West Kitchen   228-3890 (ext. 5261) 

Ballard East Elementary (Grades 3-5)  Ballard High School 
505 W. 4th, Cambridge, Iowa     701 Ballard Drive, Huxley IA 

Attendance Reporting  220-4306  Attendance Reporting  597-2971 (follow prompt)               

Attendance Email     attend-bus@ballard.k12.ia.us Attendance Email   attend-bus@ballard.k12.ia.us 

Office    220-4306  Office    597-2971 

Fax    220-4310  Fax    597-2964 

Bus Riding Changes  597-2979  Principal’s Secretary  597-2971 (ext. 2170) 

East Kitchen   220-4306 (ext. 4108) Activities Secretary  597-2971 (ext. 2138)      

       High School Kitchen  597-2971 (ext. 2102)      

Ballard Middle School (Grades 6-8)                                  
509 N. Main, Huxley, Iowa                                                                                        

Attendance Reporting  597-2815 (follow prompt)  

Attendance Email     attend-bus@ballard.k12.ia.us 

Office    597-2815                     

Fax    597-2818                                 

Principal’s Secretary  597-2815 (ext. 3200)                 

Activities Secretary  597-2971 (ext. 2138) 

Middle School Kitchen 597-2815 (ext. 3214) 

 

Ballard Bus Barn — 515-597-2979 

Ballard Website — www.ballard.k12.ia.us               

District Attendance/Transportation e-mail —     

attend-bus@ballard.k12.ia.us   

 

mailto:omaxey@ballard.k12.ia.us
mailto:attend-bus@ballard.k12.ia.us
mailto:attend-bus@ballard.k12.ia.us
mailto:attend-bus@ballard.k12.ia.us
mailto:attend-bus@ballard.k12.ia.us
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