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Issue 7  •  Volume 25  •  March/April 

From the Superintendent’s Desk 

March is always a great month to enter after a 
long Iowa winter and the spring usually goes 
very fast. Let us hope for a warm one! Many of 
you have seen the progress on the middle 
school renovation. For those that have not, we 
are inviting you to stop by TUESDAY, MARCH 
10TH from 5:00 to 6:30. This is conference week 
at Ballard, so we thought it would be a good 
night for those who are out at conferences in 
other schools. In addition, we will have staff 
around to answer any questions. There will not 
be any formal tours, just stop by and wander 
around at your leisure. 

 

The Ballard Education Foundation Gala is       
Saturday, March 7th and there are still tickets 
available. The Foundation has done such a tre-
mendous job contributing to our success at Bal-
lard and I want to thank the countless folks who 
help make this a success every year. I hope to 
see you there!  

 

GO BOMBERS! 

East Elementary 

Middle School 

High School 

A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  T H E  B A L L A R D  C O M M U N I T Y  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  S E R V I N G  T H E  C O M M U N I T I E S  O F   

C A M B R I D G E ,  H U X L E Y ,  K E L L E Y  A N D  S L A T E R ,  I O W A  

West Elementary 
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New Strategies Implemented 

Ballard Staff implements new strategies as part of their Iowa Individual 
Professional Development Plan 

 

As a district, all teachers are using the Bomber Instructional Framework (Marzano) to improve in an area of 
their choosing.  As the instructional coach at West, I have had the opportunity to collaborate with all the 
teachers at West with how they are using the new strategies.  It has been gratifying to see teachers trying new 
things to grow in their professional development that ultimately makes an impact on our students.  
 

Specific areas teachers at West have focused on in the Ballard Instructional Framework: 

• Using Engagement Strategies 
1. Increasing Student Response Rates 
2. Using Physical Movement 
3. Noticing and Reacting when Students are not Engaged 
4. Maintaining a Lively Pace 
5. Using Academic Games 
6. Providing opportunities for students to talk about themselves 
7. Motivating and inspiring students 

 
• Building Relationships 

1. Using verbal and nonverbal behaviors that indicate affection for students 
 

As an Instructional Coach, I chose Motivating and Inspiring with my focus strategy being goal setting, as I work 
with teachers to assist them with meeting their own professional goals.  
 

The second strategy I decided to work on for February was to model some different ways we can show grati-
tude to one another that could also be used in the classroom.  
 

Research shows that developing a stronger sense of gratitude is strongly and consistently associated with 
greater happiness. Gratitude helps people feel more positive emotions, promotes a sense of kindness and 
community, as well as many other health benefits. It’s being thankful and appreciative for what we have big or 
small.   
 

Google gratitude journal and see the potential of using it in your life;  for yourself, with your family, with your 
co-workers, and your students! 



3 

  3 

Immunization Requirement 

Meningococcal Secondary School Vaccine Requirement: 

• All students entering, advancing or transferring into 7th grade and born after September 

15, 2004, will need proof of one dose of meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MenACWY). All 

students entering, advancing, or transferring into 12th grade and born after September 15, 

1999, will need proof of two doses of meningococcal (A, C W, Y) vaccine; or 1 dose if re-

ceived when the student was 16 years of age or older.  

 

• Meningitis vaccine protects against meningococcal serogroups A, C, W, and Y. Meningococ-

cal disease caused by any serogroup is a very serious, life-threatening illness. It is caused 

by bacteria that can infect the blood, brain, and spinal cord. Meningococcal bacteria are 

spread through upper respiratory droplets, such as saliva (kissing, living in close quarters). 

About 10 to 15% of people with meningococcal disease die even with appropriate treat-

ment. Twenty percent of people recovering from meningococcal disease suffer from seri-

ous effects including permanent hearing loss, limb loss, or brain damage. Meningococcal 

vaccines are very safe and effective at preventing meningococcal disease. The meningococ-

cal vaccine is 85 - 100 percent effective at preventing infection from the subtypes of me-

ningococcus found in the vaccine.  



4 

  4 



5 

  5 

West Elementary 

Magnetics & Manipulatives in Math 
Mr. Skurdal, Mrs. Waelti, and Mrs. Hager received Ballard Education Foundation Grants to pur-

chase magnetic math manipulatives to enhance the new math curriculum BRIDGES. Bridges uses 

Work Places to provide purposeful targeted practice for the math concepts taught at each grade 

level. Work Places uses games and manipulatives to reinforce skills taught in the Bridges lessons. 

 

The use of math manipulatives allows students to be actively engaged in their learning and to 

show their mathematical reasoning. Students develop a deeper understanding of math concepts 

and are able to connect their learning to higher level concepts. Manipulatives are an easy way to 

differentiate learning for all students. Students who have difficulty explaining math reasoning are 

able to express their thinking when they can manipulate objects. 

 

With the magnetic math manipulatives Mr. Skurdal, Mrs. Waelti, and Mrs. Hager are able to pro-

vide more hands-on learning for their students as well as motivate their students in learning and 

understanding math. 
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2nd Grade Spring Concerts 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Monday, April 6th, 2020 
West Elementary Gym 

   6:00PM     7:00PM 

   Mrs. Hokel   Mrs. Jensen 

   Mrs. Nobiling   Mrs. Elleby 

   Mrs. Mikkelsen 
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East Elementary 

3rd - 5th Grade Vocal Concerts 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Thursday, May 7th, 2020 
High School Auditorium 

3rd Grade - 5:30 PM 

4th Grade - 6:30 PM 

5th Grade - 7:30 PM 
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Celebrating Growth in 5th Grade 

Woo hoo! See how we grew! The fifth-grade teachers wanted to showcase the 

growth all of our students have made so far this year. What better way to celebrate 

that student success than with a confetti wall! Students had an opportunity to earn 

a piece of confetti for each of our four tests; aReading, CBMR, aMath and CAP. 

Each piece of confetti signified individual growth from the Fall test to the Winter 

test. After each test, students got their name added to a piece of confetti and the 

confetti made its way onto the wall. It was so fun watching the amount of confetti 

continue to grow after each test. It even outgrew our wall! We cannot wait to con-

tinue to celebrate the growth our 5th graders make throughout the rest of the year!  
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5th Grade Biztown Field Trip 

Ballard fifth graders have the opportunity to experience a snapshot of adulthood for a day. 

Thanks to generous grants from the Ballard Education Foundation, each year the fifth grade 
students are guided through a Junior Achievement BizTown program.  This program entails 
weeks of financial literacy lessons and a capstone field trip to the BizTown simulation.   
 
Fifth grade students have studied lessons on financial services, checking and savings accounts, 
and debit cards.  They have learned about the circular flow of an economy, our free enterprise 
system, and the differences between public goods and public services.  They’ve even had to 
apply and interview for a job! More recently, they’ve worked with “colleagues” to develop 
business advertising campaigns and slogans.   
 
On Tuesday, February 25th students in Mrs. Johnston’s, Mrs. Rodriguez’s and Mrs. Tuerler’s class attended the sim-
ulation.  Students from Ms. Freese’s, Mrs. Wheeler’s and Mrs. Wonders’ class went on Thursday, February 27th. 
The fifth grade teachers have always had great things to say about this incredible experience.  However, we 
thought you might like to hear what the fifth graders had to say about it: 
 
“My day at JA BizTown was very fun and exciting.  I learned how to write and deposit checks!” -Addison Hosteng 
 
“JA BizTown is the best!” -Dylon Marks 
 
“JA BizTown is pretty fun.  Everything the restaurant sells is pretty good, and all you need to do at the health 
clinic are some easy procedures and you get a free lollipop!” - Isaac Swisher 
 
“BizTown is a ton of fun.  I’ve learned how to pay back loans!” -Riley Dingel 
 
“BizTown is very busy!  It is fun and it teaches you social skills and how to manage a business.” -Kaley Rardin 
 
“I think BizTown is a cool experience!” -Dane Mortensen 
 
“I think JA BizTown is a great place!  I’d like to come back again and bring everyone with me!” -ReBecca Miller 
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Middle School 

Middle School Art 
Huge shout out and congratulations to the following 5 artists who had their work selected to be 

in the 2020 Youth Art Month show! Their art, along with hundreds of other artworks from 

around the state of Iowa, will be on display at the State Historical Museum in Des Moines 

throughout the entire month of March. A reception for the artists and their families will be held 

on April 4th at 1:00 pm at the Historical Building.  

Addison Landmesser 

Amelia Faubus 

Brandon Bartscher 

Addyson Siepker 

Tayler Nickerson 
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Guest Speaker 
Lyndsey Fennelly presented at BMS and BHS 

The Quest for Success! 

Ballard Middle School M.A.D. Group with Lyndsey Fennelly 

Thanks to the Educational Foundation, the M.A.D. group was gifted funds to invite motivation-
al speaker, Lyndsey Fennelly back to Ballard Middle School to continue to build on our culture 
and climate from last year's “Insanely Successful” presentation to this year’s “Quest for Suc-
cess” presentation on February 21st.  The presentation was about how a relentless, obsessive 
pursuit towards everyday greatness is the “Quest for Success” we want students to desire.  

Lyndsey Fennelly is a former All-American ISU basketball player who was drafted by the Indiana 
Fever to play in the WNBA. Lyndsey has been actively teaching basketball skill development and 
has hosted numerous camps, including NBA players Naz Long and George Niang camps, in the 
summer. She is a self-made entrepreneur, co-owning  two Campus Cycle locations in Ames and 
Ankeny, Iowa and providing skill training to young people all over the state.  

Lyndsey continues to provide leadership and training through speaking opportunities to organi-
zations, teams and local schools. She is married to Billy Fennelly, Assistant Coach for Iowa State 
University women's basketball program and has two children, Will and Callie. 
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Guest Speaker 
Students took notes, participated in her presentation and left with the excitement 

and enthusiasm that Lindsey brought. 

She spoke on how to COMPETE:   

• Against self to be better tomorrow (‘Beat your YOU yesterday’). 
• Against others because there’s limited opportunities (scholarships, spots on a team)  
• Stand up for who and what you believe in. It’s OK to be different. 

 
Be an OPPORTUNISTIC: 

• No one will save you, you need to own your actions. 

• Set goals & write them down where you can see them daily. 
• Find good mentors, read solid books, & leverage who you’re learning from on social media. 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA Awareness  

• Only 10% of it is real. It’s a façade. 
• Build an image, create a brand.  

• Set boundaries with it – only so much time per day. 
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Guest Speaker 
Making GOOD CHOICES  

• School is cool! Focus on the HOW not the WHAT. 
• Lead with a servant heart and good things will happen. Good things happen to good 
people.  
• Don’t smoke, don’t drink, don’t vape, don’t hate.  

 
How to HANDLE ADVERSITY 

• Bad stuff will happen to you. 
• Find the good in every bad. Tough relationships, big obstacles, medical challenges.  
• Other people: learn to tolerate the anxiety of people not liking you.  

• As long as you are smart, kind, hard working, nice, and giving why do you care what 
anyone else thinks? 

 
SPREAD JOY 

• Every interaction, every experience. 
• Smile more, complain less (ABC rule). 

• 1 day. Make each day your masterpiece! 
 
Lyndsey Fennelly also met with the high school students on many of these same topics 
with going farther into depth in regards to mental health and her journey through her 
own mental health illness.   
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High School 

Understanding Financial Aid Night 

Dear Juniors and Parents, 
  
Did you know that 90% of the fastest growing careers require additional education and train-
ing beyond high school? To help you prepare the Ballard High School  counseling office and 
the Iowa College Access Network® (ICAN) are offering a free presentation on financing college. 
This is your chance to receive help with all your questions about the financial aid process and 
life after high school. 
  

The ICAN Financial Aid presentation will be held: 
Time: 7:00 p.m.  
Day: Tuesday  
Date: March 31, 2020  
Location: High School Auditorium  

  
Topics 
The presentation covers the following topics: 
• Financial Aid Process 
• FAFSA Application Review 
• FSA Id 
• Understanding FAFSA Results 
• Understanding Costs – College Comparisons 
• Financial Aid Options 
• Scholarships Process 
• Where to Go for Help 
  
Please join us! 
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Scholarship Recipient 
Ellie Twedt was the recipient of the E. Wayne Cooley Scholarship as announced by the 
Iowa Girls High School Athletic Union on Friday.  Twedt, a cross country and track run-
ner, was selected from over 100 student applications.  The applications were nar-
rowed down to six finalists and those six finalists interviewed in front of a jury panel 
on Friday.  Five of the finalists will receive a $1,000 scholarship and Ellie will receive a 
$15,000 scholarship ($3,750 annually) for her efforts. 

Ellie will be honored at the 2020 Girls' State Basketball Tournament where she will re-
ceive her scholarship award.  Faith Carpenter of Nashua-Plainfield was selected as the 
runner-up. 

The E. Wayne Cooley Scholarship Award was established in 1993 as a tribute to the 
man who served as Executive Director of the Iowa Girls' High School Athletic Union 
from 1954 through 2002.  The recipient of this award is recognized as being a repre-
sentative of the most elite of the superlative Iowa Girl, not only on the playing field, 
but also in the classroom, in her school and in her community.  Her profile will reflect 
discipline, perseverance, character, citizenship, and leadership, which personified the 
life and expectations of E. Wayne Cooley. 
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Carrie Chapman Catt Award 
Ballard was recently named one of the nine schools to qualify for the Carrie Chapman Catt Award. 
To receive the award, 90% of students eligible to vote in the 2020 election must be registered. Bal-
lard registered  180/195 students! 
 
The portion of the press release from the Secretary of State is below: 

MEDIA RELEASE: Secretary Pate calls for Statewide High School 
Voter Registration Day on March 3 

DES MOINES – Iowa Secretary of State Paul Pate is encouraging Iowa high schools to conduct voter 
registration drives on Tuesday, March 3. Every school that registers at least 90 percent of its eligi-
ble students to vote receives the Carrie Chapman Catt Award, named after the Iowan who was a 
national leader in the women’s suffrage movement. Nine schools across the state have already 
qualified for the Catt Award. The deadline for this school year is April 1, 2020. 
 
“Schools are required by state law to conduct voter registration drives, but we want this to be a 
fun activity and hopefully inspire some competition between the schools,” Secretary Pate said. 
“We also want young people to understand that registering to vote and participating in elections 
are the best ways to make sure your voice is heard.” 
 
A new state law allows 17-year-olds to register to vote in Iowa. Students can also participate in the 
June primary election if they will be 18 years old on or before the November 3 general election. 
There are approximately 5,000 17-year-olds registered to vote in Iowa. 
 
“As a former social studies teacher, I applaud this effort to connect with students and build the 
skills they need to become engaged citizens and lifelong voters,” said Ryan Wise, director of the 
Iowa Department of Education. 
 
Along with March 3 being a significant date in the presidential nominating process in several 
states, there are dozens of special elections across Iowa that day. 
 
To read the full press release, click here: Carrie Chapman Catt Award 

https://sos.iowa.gov/news/2020_02_11.html
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High School Musical 

http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/school/ballard-high-school/  

http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/school/ballard-high-school/
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Community 

Dollars for Scholars 
Ballard Dollars for Scholars Enrichment Fund Donations: 

 Madrid Veterans of Foreign War 

 Martin & Kris Edleman 

Attention Seniors!!  Deadline to     
finish DFS  scholarship application    

is March 3rd! 
 

Save the Date:  Scholarship Awards Night is      

Wednesday, April 22nd at 7:30 pm.  Seniors receiving a 

Dollars for Scholars scholarship MUST attend to receive 

their scholarship and meet the donor. 
 

Don’t forget to do your Amazon shopping at smile.amazon.com and choose 

Ballard Community Dollars for Scholars as your charity to help out our seniors. 

Ballard parents or community members interested in joining the Ballard Community Dollars 

for Scholars Committee, please contact us at ballarddfs@gmail.com. We need you to help 

with events and to assist us in locating funding for scholarships for Ballard students. 

mailto:ballarddfs@gmail.com
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Page Header Ballard Sharks Swim Club 

Slater Municipal Pool  

June-July 

Join the Ballard Sharks for an unforgettable summer! Fun in the sun, 

new friendships, and a way to stay active with a competitive twist! 

Practices are M, Tu, Th, F 7:00 AM - 8:45 AM 

Meets on Tuesday Nights 

Open to youth (ages 6-18) 

In & around South Story, North Polk & Boone Counties! 

Registration open now, through the summer! 

Questions: ballardsharks@gmail.com 

Find us at: Ballard Sharks Swim Club on Facebook or 

https://sites.google.com/site/ballardsharksswimclub/ 

Come try it for 
FREE, first week 

only! 

https://sites.google.com/site/ballardsharksswimclub/
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Ballard School District Phone Numbers 

Ballard West Elementary (Grades EK-2)  Administration Office 

105 E. Main, Slater, Iowa     509 N. Main Ave, Huxley, Iowa 

Attendance Reporting  228-3890  Superintendent  597-2811 

Transportation Change 597-2979  Business Manager  597-2811 

http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/    Fax    597-2965 

Office    228-3890  Lunchtime Solutions, Inc. 597-2750 (ext. 1010 or 1013) 

Fax    228-3892   

West Kitchen   228-3890 (ext. 5261) 

 

Ballard East Elementary (Grades 3-5)  Ballard High School (Grades 9-12) 

505 W. 4th, Cambridge, Iowa     701 Ballard Drive, Huxley IA 

Attendance Reporting  220-4306  Attendance Reporting  597-2971              

Transportation Change 597-2979  Transportation Change 597-2979 

http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/    http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/  

Office    220-4306  Office    597-2971 

Fax    220-4310  Fax    597-2964 

East Kitchen   220-4306 (ext. 4108) Principal’s Secretary  597-2971 (ext. 2170) 

       Activities Secretary  597-2971 (ext. 2138)      

       High School Kitchen  597-2971 (ext. 2102)   

 Ballard Middle School (Grades 6-8)                                  

509 N. Main, Huxley, Iowa                                                                                        

Attendance Reporting  597-2815 

Transportation Change 597-2979  

http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/  

Office    597-2815                     

Fax    597-2818                                 

Principal’s Secretary  597-2815 (ext. 3200)                 

Activities Secretary  597-2971 (ext. 2138) 

Middle School Kitchen 597-2815 (ext. 3214) 

 

It is the policy of the Ballard Community School District not to discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, religion, creed, 

age (for employment), marital status (for programs), sexual orientation, gender identity and socioeconomic status (for programs) in its educational 

programs and its employment practices. There is a grievance procedure for processing complaints of discrimination. If you have questions or a 

grievance related to this policy please contact the district’s Equity Coordinator, Mary Jane Stites, 509 N Main, Huxley, IA, 50124, 515.597.2811, 

mstites@ballard.k12.ia.us, For further guidance, visit the Iowa Department of Education website – Equity Guidance   

http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/
http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/
http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/
http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/

