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From the Superintendent’s Desk 

 
October is National Principals Month. Ballard is blessed with great employees, and our  
principals are no exception. Chris Deason, Nate Boock, and Crystal Reinertson, are Assistant 
Principals at the high school and middle school. Mr. Boock is in his 5th year at Ballard and 
leads one of the strongest activities programs in the conference. Mr. Deason and Mrs. 
Reinertson are new to their role. However, they are not new to Ballard. Both bring  
experience to the job as successful teachers, coaches, and Student Services Coordinators  
prior to accepting the  Assistant Principal job this year. Mr. Deason has worked at Ballard for 
22 years and Mrs. Reinertson has worked at Ballard for 20 years. 
 

Jennifer Johnson is in her 7th year as principal at West Elementary. Mrs. Johnson  
possesses a high level of knowledge in early literacy and math and has a passion for excel-
lence in the classroom. Her calm, kind and conscientious approach are evident in the climate 
of the building. Mrs. Johnson understands early learners and alongside the staff at West, they 
continue their journey of providing an appropriate balance of academic rigor and age-
appropriate learning that is critical in this developmental stage. Mrs. Johnson is a tremendous 
fit for our K-2 building, and we are so fortunate to have her at Ballard. 
 

Mike Manock is in his 8th year as principal at East Elementary. Mr. Manock has led East from 
being a school in need of assistance to one of the very highest performing elementary 
schools in the state of Iowa. Mr. Manock has been the catalyst for creating the  
conditions under which students and staff can succeed. In my experience, the culture of  
collaboration and teaming among staff at East is among the best I have seen. High academic 
achievement does not come at the expense of fun at East. Mr. Manock is a regular on the  
playground and a favorite among students.  
 
Tom Maher is in his 10th year as principal at Ballard Middle School. Mr. Maher led the  
transition of the building from grades 7-12 to a grades 6-8 middle school in his first 
year as principal. He applied his vision of the middle school philosophy to the recently-
completed renovation of the building to what is now a state of the art facility designed for 
grade-level collaboration and high-level learning. Mr. Maher has a keen understanding of the 
developmental needs of the early adolescent learner that translates into an engaging, caring, 
and fun learning environment for our middle school students.  
 

Continued to next page 
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From the Superintendent’s Desk continued 

 
John Ronca is in his 21st year as principal at Ballard High School. Ten years of his tenure was 
as the grades 7-12 principal prior to the opening of the high school. With the exception of 
two years, Mr. Ronca has spent his entire career at Ballard as a teacher, coach, assistant  
principal, and principal. Along with ADM principal Lee Griebel, he is the longest-serving 
principal in the Raccoon River Conference. Mr. Ronca’s values and personality permeate 
Ballard High School. His enthusiasm, tireless commitment to students and staff, and pride in 
what it means to be a Bomber has made Ballard High School a great place to be for decades. 
I am personally so grateful for all he has done to help literally thousands of students over the 
past 20 years.   
 

This summary of our principal team at Ballard only scratches the surface. It should 
be evident to anyone who reads this that we are fortunate to have a talented,  
experienced team leading our schools. Rightly so, every one of these individuals defers cred-
it for our success at Ballard to our students and staff. I do not deny the success of Ballard be-
gins with our students and staff. I also believe that leadership matters. Our seven principals 
are as much a reason for our success as anyone at Ballard. If the opportunity presents itself 
the month, please thank them for all they do. They do not expect it, but I know they will  
appreciate it. 
 

Thanks to all of you for your support, and we look forward to seeing you. GO 
BOMBERS! 
 

Ottie 
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District Procedures for Food Allergies 
Severe allergies are serious and can be fatal. Anaphylaxis, a potentially life‐threatening allergic reaction, can 
be triggered by exposure to one or more allergens, including foods, insect stings, drugs, and latex products. 
Anaphylaxis can affect multiple areas of the body, such as skin, respiratory tract, gastrointestinal tract, and 
the cardiovascular system. Symptoms can include severe headache, nausea and vomiting, sneezing and 
coughing, hives, swelling of the lips, tongue and throat, itching all over the body, and anxiety. The most 
dangerous symptoms include difficulty breathing, a drop in blood pressure, and shock—each of which can 
be fatal. 
The risk of accidental exposure to allergens can be reduced in the school setting if schools partner with stu-
dents, parents, and healthcare professionals to minimize risks and to provide a safe educational environ-
ment for severely allergic or food‐intolerant students. The Ballard School District cannot guarantee that a 
student will never experience an allergy‐related event while at school. However, the District has created 
these procedures to reduce the risk so that those students with life‐threatening allergies will not experi-
ence an allergy‐related event at school. 
The most common life‐threatening allergies are to peanuts, tree nuts, and shellfish. For this reason, these 
procedures outline steps regarding nut allergies. These procedures will be followed for any other life‐
threatening allergy, where appropriate. For those students who are highly allergic to nuts, contact with nut 
products can cause a life‐threatening anaphylaxis reaction. The only way to protect students who are highly 
allergic to nuts or nut products is to minimize the nut product exposure in their environment. 
 

Classroom 
• All teachers will be encouraged to eliminate peanut or tree nut food items of any kind from instruction 

or any school project related to the curriculum. 
• Peanut butter jars or any nut product jar may not be used for storage of classroom materials. 
• No homemade treats or food items are permitted in K‐12 classrooms. All treats must be commercially 

prepared and packaged for distribution with intact ingredient labels. 
• Food preparation will only be allowed with commercially prepared or packaged food in the academic 

curriculum at the elementary level. 
• All students and staff will be discouraged from eating any peanut and tree nut food products in the 

classroom. 
 

Cafeteria 
• All students that eat a cold lunch will be encouraged to wash their hands after eating. 
 * Note: Antibacterial gels and liquids kill germs, but they do not remove protein from the skin and 
 should not be used in place of soap and water and/or wipes. 
• To prevent cross‐contamination, cafeteria tables will be washed after each meal rotation. 
 
A yearly update/training on allergy procedures will take place for staff. 
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B A L L A R D    W E S T 
A new way to Kindergarten 

Kindergarten is looking a little different this year! A few of the teachers at Ballard West have decided to take a new ap-

proach to seating! Students each have a lap desk and have their individual materials at their spot with them. They keep 

their binders and tool boxes at their spots, as well as an individualized set of manipulatives and tools just for them to 

use. 

When thinking about this approach the main goals were: 

• kiddos 6ft apart so that they can have mask breaks whenever they’re sitting on their mats  

• space so that they can sit on their bottoms, knees or lay on their tummies to be comfortable 

• a spot to stand, stretch and do movement without being close to one another  

• a visible boundary for them so that they know where their personal space ends 
 

Students are able to stand for GoNoodles, yoga, stretching and singing songs. Kindergarten students need lots of move-

ment and this setup provides the perfect op-
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“Make Your Mark!” 

Celebrating International Dot Day 

Written by Nancy Elleby 

 

Inspired by the story The Dot, written by Peter H. Reynolds, the second graders 

at Ballard West, all dressed in dots, listened to this special story, and celebrated 

their creativity and courage on International Dot Day, learning to “make their 

mark”.  The Dot is a story of a teacher who challenges a doubting student to 

trust in her abilities to “make her mark”. Because the little girl began by putting 

a dot on her paper, confidence, and belief in herself was discovered.  

Reading this story helped the second graders reinforce learning about devel-

oping a growth versus a fixed mindset. As teachers, we want our students to 

know that all their efforts matter. We want them to believe in the power of yet! 

“I can’t do it…yet!” We want to help our students develop a growth mindset. 

We help students learn that through dedication, hard work, and perseverance, 

mistakes made are opportunities to improve and grow. 

When a student feels something is “too hard”,  they “can’t do it”, or they’re 

“not good” at something, we help students believe that if they try, they can 

begin to learn and grow. On Dot Day, second graders created their own per-

sonal dot creation and displayed them in their classrooms as a reminder to be-

lieve in themselves. They also thought about how they hope to make a differ-

ence in the world by writing about gifts they believe they have and hope to 

share with the world.  

The Ballard West second grade teachers are so excited and eager to help en-

courage and guide their second-grade students this year. They believe in their 

students and look forward to helping their students discover all the goodness 

that lies within them! 
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The Ballard Education Foundation recently donated $4,000 to our schools 
for some pretty incredible books! This grant placed books in our classrooms 
that teach equity, diversity, and social justice. Education is such a powerful 
tool in helping students learn these important concepts at an early age. The 
books have diverse characters and spark discussion about the complex topic 
of deconstructing racism in an age appropriate manner. Most importantly, 
the topics are addressed in the context of compassion and empathy. Thank 
you to the Ballard Education Foundation!  

 

Thank you Ballard Education 
Foundation!  
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Middle School 
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High School 
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High School 
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Ballard Dollars for Scholars 

Enrichment Fund Donations 

 
Kent Freeland 

Iowa Girls’ High School Athletic Union 
In memory of Claudette Peterson from Ballard School Board & Supt. Maxey 

In memory of Claudette Peterson from Dave & Verda Tesdall  
In memory of Jan Halverson from David & Jean Savaraid  

Huxley Prairie Festival 
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Ballard School District Phone Numbers 

Ballard West Elementary (Grades EK-2)  Administration Office 

105 E. Main, Slater, Iowa     509 N. Main Ave, Huxley, Iowa 

Attendance Reporting  228-3890  Superintendent  597-2811 

Transportation Change 597-2979  Business Manager  597-2811 

http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/    Fax    597-2965 

Office    228-3890  Lunchtime Solutions, Inc. 597-2750 (ext. 1013) 

Fax    228-3892   

West Kitchen   228-3890 (ext. 5261) 

 

Ballard East Elementary (Grades 3-5)  Ballard High School (Grades 9-12) 

505 W. 4th, Cambridge, Iowa     701 Ballard Drive, Huxley IA 

Attendance Reporting  220-4306  Attendance Reporting  597-2971              

Transportation Change 597-2979  Transportation Change 597-2979 

http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/    http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/  

Office    220-4306  Office    597-2971 

Fax    220-4310  Fax    597-2964 

East Kitchen   220-4306 (ext. 4108) Principal’s Secretary  597-2971 (ext. 2170) 

       Activities Secretary  597-2971 (ext. 2138)      

       High School Kitchen  597-2971 (ext. 2102)   

 Ballard Middle School (Grades 6-8)                                  

509 N. Main, Huxley, Iowa                                                                                        

Attendance Reporting  597-2815 

Transportation Change 597-2979  

http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/  

Office    597-2815                     

Fax    597-2818                                 

Principal’s Secretary  597-2815 (ext. 3100)                 

Activities Secretary  597-2971 (ext. 2138) 

Middle School Kitchen 597-2815 (ext. 3214) 

http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/
http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/
http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/
http://www.ballard.k12.ia.us/district/transportation/

